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330.  Special Report on Child Mortality.
NEWSEOLME, A., Medical Officer to the Local Government Board for England
and Wales.    Thirty-ninth Annual Report of the Local Government Board,
supplement containing report of the medical officer, London, 1910.
The defects of sanitation, which are specially associated with excessive infant
mortality come under one of three heads; commonly all three occur in the same
district.
1.  Conservancy methods of disposal of excreta.
2.  Inefficient scavenging of domestic refuse.
3.  Unpaved or unmade-up roads and back streets and unpaved back yards
of dwellings.
All these lead to dirtiness of the environment of the house, to treading of
dirt, often of excremental origin, into the house.
The heaviest infant mortality from diarrhoea occurs in the districts in which
the three forms of sanitary defects enumerated above are rife, and districts
from which these defects are removed experience a lowering of infant mor-
tality which is greater than that in which these evils continue.
As it is the excess of epidemic diarrhoea which largely determines excessive
infant mortality, I may be permitted to give the main conclusions which I
stated in 1899 as the result of epidemic diarrhoea in the 28 great towns in
England.
1.  Epidemic diarrhoea is chiefly a disease of urban life.
2.  Epidemic diarrhoea as a fatal disease is a disease of the artisan and still
more of the laboring classes to a preponderant extent.
3.  Towns which have adopted the water carriage system of sewage, have as
a rule much less diarrhoea, than those retaining other methods for removal of
excrement.
4.  Towns with the most perfect scavenging arrangements have the least
epidemic diarrhoea.
5.  Given two towns, equally placed so far as social and sanitary conditions
are concerned, their relative diarrhoea mortality is proportionate to the height
of the temperature and the deficiency of rainfall in each town, particularly
the temperature and rainfall in the third quarter of the year.
331.  Infant Mortality in the United States.
From Mortality Statistics, Bureau of the Census, 1910.
The total number of deaths of infants under one year of age hi the regis-
tration area for the year 1910 was 154,373, or a little less than one fifth (19.2%)
of all deaths that occurred. The number of deaths during the second year of
life (33,080 or 4.1% of the total.), though only about one fifth as great as the
number during the first year, exceeded the number shown for any five-year
period below the age of 35 years. Thus it is evident that the mortality of the
first two years of life and especially that of the first year, is a very important
factor in the general death-rate.